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#KenyaDecides 2013 - Part 2 - Running a village campaign: funerals,
motorbikes, goldmines and Obama.

It is less than a week to the Kenyan national elections but in contrast to the usual media coverage
of fibig meno and fieminent personalitieso, LSHTMis Gemma Jones, anthropologist, and J.Omondi,
a Kenyan candidate for county ward representative describe village electoral campaigns in one
small corner of Kenya.

The national and international media coverage of the run-up to the 2013 Kenya Elections has
been full of “big men” (and some women). For those of you following the Kenyan media election
coverage, characters like prolific publisher Miguna Miguna (his latest offering “Kidneys for the
King: De-forming the Status Quo” was launched on Saturday), Sonko, the blinging Nairobi
Senatorial Candidate with his peace mohawk and a larger-than-life cast of presidential candidates
will be familar, often caricatured, faces. International icons like Kenya’'s “big brother”, Kofi
Annan, who appealed for peaceful elections last week also regularly appear on the stage. Earlier
this month, even US President Obama chipped in, posting a video on Youtube which he framed
with a few words of Kiswahili and a reference to his ancestral connection to a village in Luoland,
Nyanaza. His video also emphasised the potential of this landmark election for “unleashing the
extraordinary talents” of Kenyan youth.

The themes highlighted by these big personalities — creativity and style, village and relatedness,
youth and potential — are important underlying motifs of the 2013 Kenyan election. Not least in the
way that the electoral campaigns have been playing out in arenas usually hidden from view — like
the small electoral ward in Luoland, rural western Kenya where J.Omondi is running for the
position of the smallest of “big men” — county ward representative.

J.Omondi began campaigning in the homesteads and villages that make up his ward very slowly
in 2011. His intention had been to run in the city where he was currently living, in the estate where
he rented a house and played football with a local team. But local politics, for him, quickly turned
out to be a matter of heart and home. Home, in this part of Kenya, is the land of your forefathers, a
place where you build the structure you can call a “home” as opposed to a “house”. For J.Omondi,
like many Luos’ who spend their formative years in a rural village, “home” never fully disappears
(especially if your grandmothers find out you were planning to run in the city and get a little cross!).
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A chance to address the village: funeral scene Copyright
Gemma Jones.
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