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Brief 

introduction to 

PSSRU 
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PSSRU (Personal Social Services Research 

Unit); part of LSE Health and Social Care 





PSSRU - Est 1974; at LSE since 1996 
 
LSE Health ς Est in 1993 at LSE 
 
Came together in 2000 to form LSEHSC 
 
Joined by  
- European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies  
- NIHR School for Social Care Research 
 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ-quality 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŜέ 

Who we are  



PSSRU @ LSE  

October 2014  



Research areas 

Å Social care service evaluation 

Å Modelling needs, funding & LTC 

Å Systems / policy evaluation  

Å Mental health economics & policy  

PSSRU @ LSE 

 

Å Dementia 

Å Outcomes / performance measõt 

Å Children & YPõs services 

Å Unpaid care 

Overarching emphases/aims  

Å Improving user, carer involvement  

Å Supporting staff development  

Å Impact & knowledge exchange 

 

Å Policy engagement 

Å Practice relevance  

Å Academic contributions   

Å International collaboration  



Å 88 FTE staff members 

Since 2009: 

Å Over 260 new grants secured 

Å £31 million awarded 

Å c. 822 papers in peer-review journals  

Å c. 241 chapters in edited volumes, 
monographs and books, and publicly 
available discussion papers  

Å Over 700 presentations 

Some basic numbers  



PSSRU Research 



ÅEligibility criteria ς to DH 

ÅFunding of long-term care ς Dilnot Commission 

ÅProjections models ς EC Ageing Report; local 
authorities; DH 

ÅCarers and employment ς HM Treasury & others 

ÅDementia economics ς World Dementia Council; 
tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΤ 5Iκ.L{ ŦƻǊ ta 

ÅSuicide ς Scottish Government policy 

ÅMental health ς national mental health strategy 

ÅPrevention ς Local authorities 

ÅRegulation ς Care Quality Commission  

ÅBuilding community capacity ς social care policy 

ÅAutism ς Scottish policy; international debates 

Inputs into Government Green and White Papers, 
Parliamentary debates, Select Committees 

PSSRU ð policy impact  



Number of large programmes: 

ÅModelling the costs and outcomes of dementia 

Å Unpaid care and employment (longitudinal) 

Å Developing and testing a preventions evaluation framework 

Å Economic analysis of the Better Start programme (Big Lottery) 

Å Understanding the interactions between state pension and long-
term care funding 

Å Evaluating direct payments in residential care 

And initiatives 

Å International Long-term Care Network & development of Journal 
of Long-term Care 

ÅOngoing work on understanding knowledge exchange and impact 
ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ-ōŀǎŜŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέ 

Å Social Care Elf 

 

PSSRU immediate future  



Research topics 

and methods by 

PSSRU 

 



B1 Personal budgets health and 
social care/ Economic evaluation  

B2 Perinatal mental health/ Cost of 
illness  

B3 Advocacy for parents with 
learning disability/ case study 
approach  

B4 Long - term care finance/ macro -
simulation  

B5 Building community capacity/ 
decision modelling  

 
 
 



B.1 
Topic : Personal budgets 

in health and social 
care  

Method : Economic 
evaluation of personal 
budgets  



ÅPrinciples and methods of 
economic evaluation  

ÅBackground to personal budgets 
in the UK  

ÅPSSRU research: Economic 
evaluation of personal budgets  

B.1 



Economic evaluation: what does it mean?  

If the policy/practice question is:  

óDoes this intervention work?ô 

Then the economic question is:  

óIs it worth it?ô 

Which then usually requires difficult and maybe 
controversial trade -offs  

Which requires us to define what we mean by 
óworkô and by óworthô ï hence what outcomes 

and costs.  



The decision -maker has a limited budget. 

What will s/he want to know before deciding 

whether to purchase the new service?  

Imagine that you have an idea for a new 

service (call it óService 2ô) 

 

You want to sell/recommend it so that it 

replaces todayôs usual service (call it óService 

1ô) 


