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We often hear how an increasing global population is depleting the

Earth’s resources and destroying the environment. However, in this book,

lan Goldin and colleagues argue that our planet might be far from full if
we better managed our resources, reduced environmental degradation,
and improved economic and technological development. Rebecca
Jarvis recommends this for anyone interested in understanding what an
increasing global population means to our present and future.
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Is the Planet Full? lan Goldin (ed.).
Oxford University Press. May 2014.

Find this book: 2amaion

the
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Full? .

In the last forty years the world’s
population has doubled to over seven
billion. Recent estimates suggest that
whilst the rate of population growth is
slowing, the global population will reach
between nine and ten billion by 2050.
However, this increase will be unevenly
spread across the world. While fertility
rates are at or below replacement f 250
levels in two-thirds of the world’s A £ =
countries, Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and some parts of India are
the only areas expected to see rapid population increases as our the
planet expands by several billion people. Further, four billion people
around the world are predicted to shift towards middle-class lifestyles,
habits, and increasing levels of consumption whilst global resources
continue to decline. In Is The Planet Full? lan Goldin and colleagues
arguethat focusing on population size alone is too narrow a view of
whether or not the planet is full; we also need to consider where and how
people live.

—
5

Goldin brings together colleagues from the Oxford Martin School to each
contribute a chapter from a different perspective, covering topics across
population ethics, economics, demographic and environmental change,
resource management, human health, and governance. The book
highlights the paradox of a world troubled simultaneously with obesity,
malnourishment, and hunger, of increasing resource consumption with
increasing scarcity, and of self-reinforcing institutional systems favouring
the powerful elites whilst those who are most vulnerable and at risk
become even more so.

In Chapter 4, Sarah Harper explains how demographics are changing all
over the world, increasing tensions between the demands of a growing
population and the constraints imposed by climate change. Many low-
income countries have high fertility rates in areas that are also at greatest
risk of severe climate events, environmental degradation and sea level
rise. The same people are also at risk of being trapped in areas more
prone to war, armed conflict and persecution, with increasingly poor
access to adequate healthcare or education. The book argues that
migration offers a powerful tool for reducing poverty and inequality, and
can be used to address critical issues of global resource allocation so
that people do not become trapped in socially, politically or
environmentally disastrous circumstances. Harper’s contribution

highlights how ten billion people may be able to equitably exist on a finite
planet through increased mobility and redistribution of resources, but only
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if our exploitative relationships between population, consumption and the
environment are simultaneously addressed.

Credit: NASA CC BY-NC 2.0

In Chapter 6, H. Charles J. Godfray outlines how an increasing population
provides a “real danger that demand for food will rise more rapidly than
the world’s ability to supply it, leading to price rises of a magnitude that
would risk economic and political instability” (p.105). Increasing demand
for greater and more varied food resources by the wealthy will increase
competition for water, land and energy whilst highly protectionist policies
and financial subsidies will continue to bias the market towards powerful
interest groups and away from sustainable practice. Godfray suggests
that global food security is possible, but only if we acknowledge existing
power relations and balance out distorted food markets.

In Chapter 10, Anthony Hartwell illustrates how technological advances
mean we are extracting resources faster, more efficiently, and from areas
we never could before. Hartwell argues that we need to transition to
lifestyles that take long-term sustainability in to account, but that any
pathway that will reduce the risks of climate change will also require the
utilisation of resources. An increasing population provides increasing
demands, and a shift from consumption towards eco-efficiency, recycling
and reuse may be the only way of ensuring we still have access to
resources in years to come. Hartwell argues there is room for optimism,
but the chapter could have been strengthened by including discussion
around emerging, developing, and least-developed regions of the world
where long-term sustainable practice may be pushed down the agenda in
light of more immediate local concerns.

In his summary chapter, Goldin highlights how each of the issues
discussed in the book are mediated through social and political
institutions. Goldin argues it is really not about numbers; “the question of
whether the planet is full or not rests on our ability to address critical
governance challenges” (p.231). Whilst globalisation has increased, the
international community has paid little attention to global governance and
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cooperation, and many nations continue to act in their own self-interest.
Goldin argues that “whatever can be best resolved locally, nationally, or
through bilateral or regional relationships should be” (p.218), but that
stronger global governance is required to solve the growing number of
international issues that face our increasingly interconnected planet.

Ultimately, Is the Planet Full? argues that the world we live in may already
be overpopulated due to our current institutional arrangements failing to
adequately manage resources in an equitable and sustainable way.
Goldin and colleagues highlight that counter to popular opinion “the
planet may be far from full” (p.228), but only if we address key
governance challenges in managing our societies, economies and
environment.

Readers looking for up-to-date facts, figures, and forecasts will be
disappointed and, inevitably, there is no definitive answer provided by the
book. Instead, its strengths lie in collecting together the diverse opinions
of different thought leaders to provide a holistic interdisciplinary discourse
around how we treat the planet and each other. A noteworthy overview of
how we manage global issues, Is the Planet Full? is recommended for
anyone interested in understanding what an increasing global population
means to our present and future.

Rebecca Jarvis is a PhD candidate studying interdisciplinary
conservation science and social-ecological systems at the Institute for
Applied Ecology New Zealand at Auckland University of Technology. You
can find her on twitter: @rebecca_jarvis or her

website: www.rebeccajarvis.info. Read more reviews by Rebecca.

Related

L

—
Book Review:

Book Review: The
New North: Our

World in 2050 by
Laurence C. Smith

Book Review: 10

Exceptional People: Billion by Stephen

How migration Emmott
In "Environment and
Climate Change

Studies book reviews"

shaped our world and

In "Africa and the
Middle East"

will define our future
by Ian Goldin,
Geoffrey Cameron

and Meera Balarajan
In "Africa and the
Middle East"

http://blog s.Ise.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2014/08/11/book-review-is-the-planet-full-edited-by-ian-g oldin/

LSE Review of Books — Book Review: Is the Planet Full? edited by lan Goldin

The Simple Guide
to Academic
Podcasting

Podcast: Life in
Rio’s favelas with
Favelas@LSE

. 7. R
a-IETE

LSE Review of Books in Brazil

Podcast: Ricky
Burdett and
Dame Tessa
Jowell MP on Rio
in transition

B

LSE Review of Bboks in Brozil

Podcast: Mary
Morgan on her
book The World
in the Model:
How Economists
Work and Think

4/8


https://twitter.com/rebecca_jarvis
http://www.rebeccajarvis.info/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/book-reviewers/rebecca-jarvis/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2014/04/09/the-simple-guide-to-academic-podcasting/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/lse-review-of-books-in-brazil/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/lse-review-of-books-in-brazil/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/lse-review-of-books-in-brazil/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/lse-review-of-books-in-brazil/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2013/07/17/listen-to-the-latest-lse-review-of-books-podcast-behind-economics-prisoners-dilemmas-and-payday-loans/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2013/07/17/listen-to-the-latest-lse-review-of-books-podcast-behind-economics-prisoners-dilemmas-and-payday-loans/

11/8/2014 LSE Review of Books — Book Review: Is the Planet Full? edited by lan Goldin

l-SE LSE Review of

3,347 people like LSE Review o

August 11th, 2014 | Africa and the Middle East, Asia, Australasia
and Pacific, Britain and Ireland, Development Studies book reviews,
Economics book reviews, Environment and Climate Change
Studies book reviews, Europe and Neighbourhoods, Health and
Wellbeing book reviews, Latin America, Oxford University Press,

Rebecca Jarvis, USAand Canada | 0 Comments

< Previous post

Facebook social plugin

Leave A Comment

Name (required) Email (required) Website

Tweets Follow
Comment... . LSE Review of

e B Books

New #environment
review: Is the Planet Full?
edited by Ian Goldin
@oxmartinschool
@OUPAcademic
ow.ly/AavcK

___ LSE Review of
e B Books

[} Notify me of follow-up comments by email.
These bookshops are a
(] Notify me of new posts by email. retreat from the tourist
hordes in #Prague:
ow.ly/A6AZ] #books
#CzechRepublic

http://blog s.Ise.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2014/08/11/book-review-is-the-planet-full-edited-by-ian-g oldin/ 5/8


http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/world-regions/africa-middle-east/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/world-regions/asia/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/world-regions/australasia/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/world-regions/britain/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/disciplines/international-development/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/disciplines/economics/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/disciplines/environment-studies/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/world-regions/europe/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/disciplines/health-disciplines/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/world-regions/latin-america/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/publishers/oxford/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/book-reviewers/rebecca-jarvis/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/category/world-regions/usa/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2014/08/10/academics-must-visit-these-bookshops-in-prague/
https://www.facebook.com/lsereviewbooks
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/lsereviewbooks
https://www.facebook.com/lsereviewbooks
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/pond.kritsakorn
https://www.facebook.com/kanchanok.prakardvudhisarn
https://www.facebook.com/mithu.ali.12
https://www.facebook.com/tor.paulson
https://www.facebook.com/sonu.ali.777363
https://www.facebook.com/people/ALi-Akram/100005274288642
https://twitter.com/hashtag/environment?src=hash
https://twitter.com/oxmartinschool
https://twitter.com/OUPAcademic
http://t.co/8On8vUE6yI
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks/statuses/498725742386348032
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Prague?src=hash
http://t.co/nXLMeL10xY
https://twitter.com/hashtag/books?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/CzechRepublic?src=hash
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks/statuses/498650141180825600
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks/statuses/498725742386348032
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks/statuses/498650141180825600
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=LSEReviewBooks

11/8/2014 LSE Review of Books — Book Review: Is the Planet Full? edited by lan Goldin

|_SE LSE Review of E

CLIMATE CHANGE
IN THE MEDIA

Hans Steinmilller

http://blog s.Ise.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2014/08/11/book-review-is-the-planet-full-edited-by-ian-g oldin/ 6/8


http://instagram.com/lsereviewofbooks

11/8/2014 LSE Review of Books — Book Review: Is the Planet Full? edited by lan Goldin

Funded by HEIF 5

M Ehange

HEIF 5

http://blog s.Ise.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2014/08/11/book-review-is-the-planet-full-edited-by-ian-g oldin/ 7/8


http://snapwidget.com/v/766593879125195875
http://snapwidget.com/v/765967350443736495
http://snapwidget.com/v/765909146691107866
http://snapwidget.com/v/764436214324329845
http://snapwidget.com/v/755002515270860412
http://snapwidget.com/v/751415004149775539

11/8/2014

LSE Review of
Books

[SE

3,347 people like LSE Review of
Books.

Like

LSE Review of Books — Book Review: Is the Planet Full? edited by lan Goldin

Tweets

LSE Review of
Books

New #environment
review: Is the Planet Full?
edited by Ian Goldin
@oxmartinschool
@OUPAcademic
ow.ly/AavcK

LSE Review of
Books

Isk

These bookshops are a
retreat from the tourist
hordes in #Prague:
ow.ly/A6AZ #books
#CzechRepublic

Follow

LSE REVIEW OF
BOOKS PODCASTS

-

DSE Review of Books

Podcast in Brazil:
Episode 3: Politics,
People and Petroleum
[Audio]

LSE Review of Books in
Brazil: Favela life: From

Drugs Gangs to Drums

Beats [Audio]

LSE Literary Festival
2014: The books that
inspired Ellen Helsper
[Audio]

J-SE Literary Festival
2014: The books that
inspired David Stevenson
[Audio]

LSE Literary Festival
2014 - The books that
inspired Craig Calhoun
[Audio]

» British Politics
TH R | and Polic

Visit our ister bIo:
the LSE British
Politics and Policy

| EUROPP

Visit o.ur sister blog:
the LSE European
Politics and Policy
blog

Visit our sister blog:
the LSE Impact of
Social Sciences

! I ¥
Visit our sister blog:
the LSE USA Politics
and Policy blog

Copyright 2013 LSE Review of Books

@JeEe

This work by LSE Review of Books is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 UK: England & Wales.

http://blog s.Ise.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2014/08/11/book-review-is-the-planet-full-edited-by-ian-g oldin/


https://www.facebook.com/lsereviewbooks
https://www.facebook.com/lsereviewbooks
https://www.facebook.com/lsereviewbooks
https://www.facebook.com/kanchanok.prakardvudhisarn
https://www.facebook.com/kosum.saichan
https://www.facebook.com/szymon.martys
https://www.facebook.com/uros.zivkovic.73
https://www.facebook.com/saeed.eljauhary
https://www.facebook.com/mithu.ali.12
https://www.facebook.com/massuma.sultana
https://www.facebook.com/tor.paulson
https://www.facebook.com/pond.kritsakorn
https://twitter.com/hashtag/environment?src=hash
https://twitter.com/oxmartinschool
https://twitter.com/OUPAcademic
http://t.co/8On8vUE6yI
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks/statuses/498725742386348032
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Prague?src=hash
http://t.co/nXLMeL10xY
https://twitter.com/hashtag/books?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/CzechRepublic?src=hash
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks/statuses/498650141180825600
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks/statuses/498725742386348032
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks/statuses/498650141180825600
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks
https://twitter.com/LSEReviewBooks
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=LSEReviewBooks
http://www.lse.ac.uk/assets/richmedia/webFeeds/lseReviewOfBooksBlog_iTunesRssAudioOnlyLatest300.xml
http://www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/videoAndAudio/channels/lseReviewOfBooksBlog/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/videoAndAudio/channels/lseReviewOfBooksBlog/player.aspx?id=2558
http://www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/videoAndAudio/channels/lseReviewOfBooksBlog/player.aspx?id=2370
http://www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/videoAndAudio/channels/lseReviewOfBooksBlog/player.aspx?id=2274
http://www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/videoAndAudio/channels/lseReviewOfBooksBlog/player.aspx?id=2269
http://www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/videoAndAudio/channels/lseReviewOfBooksBlog/player.aspx?id=2257
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/

