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As China enters an 'urban age' for the first time in its entire history, a new set of urban conflicts over identity, development and inclusion are emerging across

the country.

The sight of houses standing alone in cleared construction sites has captured the media’s attention both in and outside of China in recent years. A recent case

featured a five-storey house that stood in the middle of a newly constructed road in the city of Wenling in Zhejiang province. The house-owners were

reportedly frustrated with the inadequate compensation they were offered by the local authority, and unlike their neighbours, refused to relocate. After sparking

an internet sensation, the house was demolished in early December 2012: the owners eventually accepted compensation, reportedly around one third of what

they claimed to be the original construction costs.

The case of the ‘Wenling couple’ is one of the many examples of what the Chinese popularly refer to as ding-zi-hu, or nail-households; a Chinese neologism

that refers to those households which stubbornly refuse to vacate their properties, hindering the progress of urban development projects.

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age&text=Development%20and%20dissent%20in%20China's%20'urban%20age'%20%7C%20openDemocracy%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age%23.USyMAxZdBd0.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age&text=Development%20and%20dissent%20in%20China's%20'urban%20age'%20%7C%20openDemocracy%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age%23.USyMAxZdBd0.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age&text=Development%20and%20dissent%20in%20China's%20'urban%20age'%20%7C%20openDemocracy%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age%23.USyMAxZdBd0.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=xa-4e2cfd1147868c4e&source=tbx-250&lng=en&s=linkedin&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age&title=Development%20and%20dissent%20in%20China's%20'urban%20age'%20%7C%20openDemocracy&ate=AT-xa-4e2cfd1147868c4e/-/-/512c8c03f2513977/2&frommenu=1&uid=512c8c036e6bf406&ufbl=1&ct=1&ui_header_color=%23000000&ui_header_background=%23FFFFFF&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity&tt=0&captcha_provider=recaptcha
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=xa-4e2cfd1147868c4e&source=tbx-250&lng=en&s=reddit&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity%2Fhyun-bang-shin%2Fdevelopment-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age&title=Development%20and%20dissent%20in%20China's%20'urban%20age'%20%7C%20openDemocracy&ate=AT-xa-4e2cfd1147868c4e/-/-/512c8c03f2513977/3&frommenu=1&uid=512c8c0357c7c343&ufbl=1&ct=1&ui_header_color=%23000000&ui_header_background=%23FFFFFF&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fopensecurity&tt=0&captcha_provider=recaptcha
http://www.opendemocracy.net/
http://www.opendemocracy.net/about
http://www.opendemocracy.net/about/team
http://www.opendemocracy.net/about/supporters
http://www.opendemocracy.net/info/what-they-say
http://www.opendemocracy.net/paypal_donations
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/add/submission
http://www.opendemocracy.net/contact
http://www.opendemocracy.net/user/login/lightbox2?destination=node%2F71059
http://www.opendemocracy.net/user/register?destination=node%2F71059
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/ivan-krastev
http://www.warscapes.com/retrospectives/uncertain-borders/editors
http://www.visionofhumanity.org/globalterrorismindex/#/2011/OVER/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGv15FL12tw
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/crime/2012/12/gun_death_tally_every_american_gun_death_since_newtown_sandy_hook_shooting.html?wpisrc=newsletter_jcr:content
http://www.opendemocracy.net/cities-in-conflict
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71059/backlinks
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/hyun-bang-shin
http://www.opendemocracy.net/topics/democracy-and-government
http://www.opendemocracy.net/topics/conflict
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/china
http://www.opendemocracy.net/cities-in-conflict
http://www.opendemocracy.net/cities-in-conflict/insurgent-city
http://www.opendemocracy.net/cities-in-conflict/cities-of-exception
http://www.opendemocracy.net/print/71059
http://www.opendemocracy.net/printmail/71059
http://www.opendemocracy.net/printpdf/71059
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age&t=Development and dissent in China's 'urban age'
http://twitter.com/share?text=Development and dissent in China's 'urban age'
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-20463192
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BT84-A4wsUaq7KvKZigbWzIAY39_nqQMAAAAQASCzrqIQOABQ9Z-niv______AViP9YukS2C7vq6D0AqyARV3d3cub3BlbmRlbW9jcmFjeS5uZXS6AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQPaAWRodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9wZW5kZW1vY3JhY3kubmV0L29wZW5zZWN1cml0eS9oeXVuLWJhbmctc2hpbi9kZXZlbG9wbWVudC1hbmQtZGlzc2VudC1pbi1jaGluYXMtdXJiYW4tYWdlqQJGUy1JLXK5PsACAuACAOoCClRvcC1CYW5uZXL4AoHSHpAD0AWYA9AFqAMByAOdBNAEkE7gBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_01qcpOmPFYMqW_H3e_XfrTrIdtRQ&client=ca-pub-4726968121369309&adurl=http://www.goodenergy.co.uk/affiliates/opendemocracy&nm=3



Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

Houses awaiting demolition in Hongkou, Shanghai.Paul Kretek/Flickr

Disputes over urban development projects are becoming increasingly prevalent in mainland China. Dilapidated neighbourhoods or those standing in the way of

infrastructure projects are frequently threatened with eviction and demolition by development-minded local states looking to exploit a booming real-estate

economy. In rural areas, media reports occasionally cover stories of violent protests against land expropriation, launched by villagers whose collective land

ownership provide them with a stronger sense of property rights than those in urban areas. The most recent widely publicised case was the worker protest in

Wukan, Guangdong province.

Accumulation by dispossession in China

These protests by residents and workers are direct reactions to China’s rapid urbanisation. It has been the case for many years that China depends heavily on

investment into fixed assets in order to boost its economic growth, expressed frequently in terms of gross domestic product. The investment in fixed assets

includes money flowing into constructing factories and infrastructure facilities such as airports, motorways and high-speed railways. Real estate projects have

also become an important element in fixed assets investment, occupying more than 50 percent of total fixed assets investment in cities like Beijing during the

first half of 2000s according to the municipal statistical yearbook.

The abundance of such development projects has contributed much to China’s accumulation, but in most cases directly translates to land assembly, and

therefore the displacement and relocation of an area's existing residents. In other words, displacement is synonymous with development.

 

The uneven geographies of ‘One China’

While the intensification of developmental projects in China is a top priority at regional, provincial and national levels of government, the extent to which such

accumulation unfolds in a geographically uneven way further complicates the nature of urban conflicts in China.

For instance, in order for China’s government to address the country’s multiple needs; accumulation, reduction of regional inequality, expansion of domestic
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markets and exploitation of natural resources, there has been increasing emphasis placed on developing the central and western regions of the country. Such

development is spurred by a strategic influx of the dominant Han population in the autonomous regions of Tibet and Xinjiang, and heavy prescriptions of the

nationalist ‘Harmonious Society’ and ‘One China’ programmes. The resulting discontent among local communities, particularly among growing separatist

movements in the targeted development areas, has led to numerous cases of deadly protest and a series of self-immolations in the region.

Property-rights activism

Shifting to the more affluent eastern coastal provinces, we witness more localised mass and individual protest launched by factory workers against poor

working conditions and low wages, by villagers against the unfair/corrupt expropriation of their collectively owned land, and by urban citizens against demolition

of their properties in the wake of urban redevelopment.

Demolition of an urban village in Guangzhou. Hyun Bang Shin. All rights reserved.

Protests by villagers or home-owners against the expropriation and/or demolition of their properties has been characterised by some such as Ching Kwan Lee

and You-tien Hsing as ‘property rights activism’. While these forms of protest vividly demonstrate community outcry for broader social justice, their impact and

scope are considerably limited and deeply contingent on China’s history and political economy.

Firstly, as scholars such as Elizabeth Perry and Minxin Pei have argued, rights awareness in China is conditioned by the long established ‘collective

membership’ state welfare system which divides urban and rural residents. Under the collective system,  urban residents' work units channel welfare

provisions for employees and family members, while rural residents' collectives, organise rural welfare arrangements. In this regard, those who protest tend to

invoke the state’s historic responsibility to provide necessities for particular membership groups rather than calls for cross-societal change, and are further

often premised on criticism of corrupt officials, cadres or village leaders rather than criticism of the state itself.

Secondly, rights awareness in China, albeit in its ascendancy in times of accelerated urbanisation, is very much associated with rights to subsistence. This

notion of rights awareness has a history dating back to the imperial period when the legitimacy of the ruling emperor/empress was secured through their

capacity to feed the population and protect their livelihoods against enemy intrusion. Demands for distributional justice, therefore, have a long history in China

and are more readily accepted by the State than explicit claims to political rights (including Tibetan protests for independence) or bottom-up demands for

political reform; which are more likely to be met with direct repression from the state.

Thirdly, as the scale of migration from rural to urban areas and from poorer cities to more prosperous ones increases, China’s household registration system is

transitioning and will likely face further calls for reform. The household registration system, known as hukou, has been in place since the late 1950s, and acts

to determine one’s access to welfare entitlements depending on the location of one’s household. The system was notorious for ring-fencing urban benefits for

those whose household registration was classified as urban. This has resulted in the great urban-rural divide, and in the past acted as a control mechanism to

discourage migration to cities. Household registration has evolved over the years, and while there are signs that barriers between rural and urban hukou

holders within the same locality are fading, new walls are being erected in the form of ‘localized citizenship’ giving local citizens preferential entitlements over

non-locals.

Discontent in China’s ‘urban age'

In China, cities are now key sites of accumulation. They denote prosperity, modernisation and development. Party leaders and officials pursue land acquisition,

in order to bring in finances for the local state’s purse, which may then in turn be used to finance further development projects. Unfortunately, more land

means more displacement, and potentially more discontent. For the moment, as explained above, expressions of discontent and in particular protest on the
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basis of rights awareness tend to focus on distributional justice which, without scaling up to a national level, are isolated and more than often fail to make any

marked influence on broader politics. The same can be said of workers’ protests, which face harsh repression by the state, particularly should workers seek to

form cross-class alliances or expand geographically. The ethnic conflicts of the western provinces in Tibet and Xinjiang in similar respects face difficulties in

overcoming their isolation from broader struggles.

Chinese cities are increasingly becoming sites of discontent and polarisation, as the rising affluence enjoyed by some is achieved by the exploitation of the

many. The state pursuit of land resources and promotion of investment in fixed assets will continue to bring about radical changes to the ways in which

people access and share any accrued wealth in cities. With the majority of the national population now classified as urban as of 2011, China has entered an

‘urban age’ for the first time in its entire history, the future prospect of China’s social, economic and political development will depend on how these rising

urban conflicts are addressed. The lonely nail-household is a telling image of how China's isolated protests fail to bring about meaningful change to the lives of

those worse effected in the rush to urbanise.

Disqus

Glad you liked it. Would you like to share?

Facebook

Twitter

Share

No thanks

Login

Add New Comment

Type your comment here.

Post as …

Image 

Sort by oldest first

Showing 0 comments

M Subscribe by email
S RSS

About the author

Hyun Shin is an Assistant Professor in Urban Geography at LSE. He is also an Associate at the Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion, LSE and a Research

Associate at the White Rose East Asia Centre, University of Leeds.

Read On

For more expanded discussions of the themes covered in this posting, please see the author’s recent papers: ‘The right to the city and critical reflections on

http://od-opensecurity.disqus.com/protest_and_dispossesion_in_china039s_039urban_age039/latest.rss
http://od-opensecurity.disqus.com/protest_and_dispossesion_in_china039s_039urban_age039/latest.rss
http://od-opensecurity.disqus.com/protest_and_dispossesion_in_china039s_039urban_age039/latest.rss
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12010/abstract


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

China’s property rights activism’, Antipode (2013) and ‘Unequal cities of spectacle and mega-events in China’, City (2012).

This article is published under a Creative Commons licence. If you have any queries about republishing please contact us. Please check individual images for

licensing details.

Reconciliation and peacebuilding

Reconciliation and peacebuilding:

in theory, in practice

Cities in Conflict

Development and dissent in China's 'urban age'

Hyun Bang Shin

The politics of neglect in post-Mubarak Cairo

WJ Dorman

Sheikh Jarrah: The extremes of 'sharing space' in Jerusalem

Yair Wallach

More

M23 in Goma: who's resourcing the conflict?

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12010/abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13604813.2012.734076
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://www.opendemocracy.net/contact
http://www.opendemocracy.net/paypal_donations#0

http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/introducing-reconciliation-and-peacebuilding
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/introducing-reconciliation-and-peacebuilding
http://www.opendemocracy.net/cities-in-conflict
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71059
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12364
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71125
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12381
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70613
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12255
http://www.opendemocracy.net/cities-in-conflict


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

Discussions in Kampala: another political farce

GJ

Les assises de Kampala: une autre farce politique

GJ

La prise de Goma et la prolifération de négociations

Kateo

More

Pakistan and Afghanistan into 2014

Latest articles:

Nasim Fekrat

War for words: freedom of speech after America leaves

Nasim Fekrat

The root cause of green on blue attacks

Nasim Fekrat

More

openSecurity analysis

This month's question:

What's up with conflict minerals? Is the global economy ready for regulation that targets the economies of warlords and insurgents?

Mark Taylor

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity-projects/m23-in-dr-congo
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/69932
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12021
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/69931
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12021
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/69752
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12048
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity-projects/m23-in-dr-congo
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity-projects/bordering-on-peace
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70492
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12127
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70485
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12127
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70021
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12127
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity-projects/bordering-on-peace
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity-projects/os-analysis
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/mark-taylor/are-conflict-minerals-making-war-less-profitable
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/mark-taylor


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

More

Security and the far right

Part IV: Far right geopolitics

Read more

The audit of a political campaign versus Marine Le Pen: Jean-Luc Melenchon in Henin-Beaumont

Jean-Luc Melenchon

Challenging the populist right - European precedents

Robin Wilson

Security threats and the Ukrainian far right

Anton Shekhovtsov

Our NATO?

Following the publication of the winning recommendations of a “Your ideas, your NATO” policy workshop on the Arab Spring, openSecurity hosts a debate on

NATO.

More

G4S: securing whose world?

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity-projects/os-analysis
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/security-and-far-right-in-europe
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/security-and-far-right-in-europe
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/67497
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/11527
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/67478
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/1848
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/67178
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/11218
http://www.opendemocracy.net/alexander-corbeil-gillian-kennedy-geoffrey-levin-vivien-pertusot-josiah-surface/partners-in-democrac
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity-projects/our-nato


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

What the BBC conceals on private prisons research

Mel Kelly

G4S human rights record under tough Scandinavian scrutiny

Adri Nieuwhof

Security giant G4S rejects ‘World’s Worst Company’ nomination

John Grayson and Adri Nieuwhof

More

openSecurity Weekly

Read On

For more expanded discussions of the themes covered in this posting, please see the author’s recent papers: ‘The right to the city and critical reflections on

China’s property rights activism’, Antipode (2013) and ‘Unequal cities of spectacle and mega-events in China’, City (2012).

Arab Awakening

Why I chose to give my vote to a Palestinian

Oded Gilad

Sign up for a weekly roundup from oS

Email Address

http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/collections/g4s
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71101
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/9609
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70591
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/11077
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70494
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12191
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/collections/G4S
http://eepurl.com/mdoST
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12010/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12010/abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13604813.2012.734076
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71164
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12387


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

More

Privacy

Licensing & Syndication

Advertise

Media Inquiries

Vacancies

RSS Feed

openDemocracy Ltd, The Print House, 18 Ashwin Street, London, E8 3DL. Tel: +44 (0) 207 193 0676

openDemocracy

openDemocracy

X

openDemocracy publishes high quality news analysis, debates and blogs about the world and the way we govern ourselves. More...

Notes from the Editor-in-Chief

Become a member | Week in 400 words | About the new site | Submit an article | Contact us

Editor's Pick - Syria:

Syria's peace: what, how, when?

openSecurity

Where is Syria now?

Rita from Syria

A New Levant: a possible way through in the Syrian crisis

GABRIELLE RIFKIND and GIANDOMENICO PICCO

Best of the rest:

Arab Awakening | Can Europe Make it? | Drug and Criminal Justice Policy Forum | OurBeeb

http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening
http://www.opendemocracy.net/about/about_od_privacy.jsp
http://www.opendemocracy.net/about/syndication
http://www.opendemocracy.net/about/advertising
http://www.opendemocracy.net/about/media-inquiries
http://www.opendemocracy.net/editorial-tags/jobs
http://feeds.feedburner.com/opendemocracy
http://www.opendemocracy.net/
http://www.opendemocracy.net/about
http://opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/notes-from-editor-in-chief
http://www.opendemocracy.net/content/member
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/week-in-400-words
http://wwww.opendemocracy.net/info/new-site-announcement
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/add/submission
http://www.opendemocracy.net/contact
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/opensecurity/syrias-peace-what-how-when
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/rita-from-syria/where-is-syria-now
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/rita-from-syria
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/gabrielle-rifkind-giandomenico-picco/new-levant-possible-way-through-in-syrian-crisis
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/gabrielle-rifkind
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/giandomenico-picco
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/can-europe-make-it
http://www.opendemocracy.net/editorial-tags/drug-policy-forum
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourbeeb
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/can-europe-make-it
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BE0pGBYwsUbv7HoGnigbitYDYAe_756kDAAAAEAEgs66iEDgAUPWfp4r______wFY14KNpEtgu76ug9AKsgEVd3d3Lm9wZW5kZW1vY3JhY3kubmV0ugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAED2gFkaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vcGVuZGVtb2NyYWN5Lm5ldC9vcGVuc2VjdXJpdHkvaHl1bi1iYW5nLXNoaW4vZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQtYW5kLWRpc3NlbnQtaW4tY2hpbmFzLXVyYmFuLWFnZeABAqkCePokmjB4uT7AAgLgAgDqAg9SaWdodC1Db2x1bW4tQWT4AoHSHpAD0AWYA9AFqAMByAOdBNAEkE7gBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_0Vy8RTy3ryQcbhrAoNaLOY9HLt6g&client=ca-pub-4726968121369309&adurl=http://www.goodenergy.co.uk/affiliates/opendemocracy


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

OurKingdom

OurKingdom

X

About us 

OurKingdom works to investigate and illuminate the crisis of democracy in Britain and analyse how its failings can be redressed.

We encourage original debate untrammelled by party political loyalties. 

We ask how we as citizens can secure liberty, human rights, self-government and real democracy. ...more on OurKingdom

Links

Team | Contact | Submit an Article

Debates 

OurBeeb | G4S: Securing whose world? | 

Uneconomics |

Pick of the debates: Democratic Wealth: building a citizens' economy, edited by Stuart White, uses republican theory to explore ideas around how to
democratise the economy. Co-hosted with Politics in Spires, a blog sponsored by the universities of Oxford and Cambridge.

 

oD Russia

oD Russia

X

openDemocracy Russia is a thoughtful platform for all those concerned about the future of the post-Soviet world. We publish indepth analysis, comment and

reportage on the region — from politics and economics through to ecology and culture 

Partners 

Polit.Ru | Openspace.ru | Levada Center | Ukraine Analysis | Valdai Discussion Club

Topics & debates 

Conflict | Culture | Euro2012 | Elections | Environment | Foreign | History | Human rights | Justice | Media | Politics | ProjectID | Religion | Regions | Russian

rights at the crossroads | Stories you weren't meant to hear | USSR 20 

Countries 

Armenia | Azerbaijan | Belarus | Georgia | Kazakhstan | Kyrgyzstan | Moldova | Russia | Tajikistan | Turkmenistan | Ukraine | Uzbekistan 

Latest articles on oDRussia

China’s quiet splash in the post-Soviet space

Michael Cecire

Arrest and custody, Russian-style

Grigory Okhotin

http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/about
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/people
http://www.opendemocracy.net/contact
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/add/submission
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourbeeb
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/collections/g4s
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/collections/uneconomics
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/collections/democratic-wealth-building-citizens-economy
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/stuart-white
http://politicsinspires.org/
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/partners/politru
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/partners/openspaceru
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/partners/levada-center
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/partners/ukrainian-analysis
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/partners/valdai-discussion-club
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/confict
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/culture
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia-debates/euro-2012
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia-debates/whistles-and-tears-russias-year-of-elections
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/environment
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/foreign
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/history
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/human-rights
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/law-and-order
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/media
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/politics
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia-debates/project-id
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/religion
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/letters-from-russian-provinces
http://opendemocracy.net/od-russia-debates/russian-rights-at-crossroads
http://opendemocracy.net/od-russia-debates/russian-rights-at-crossroads
http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia-debates/stories-you-werent-meant-to-hear
http://www.opendemocracy.net/russia/topics/ussr-20
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/armenia
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/azerbaijan
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/belarus
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/georgia
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/kazakhstan
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/kyrgyzstan
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/moldova
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/russia
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/tajikistan
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/turkmenistan
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/ukraine
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/uzbekistan
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71169
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12389
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71130
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12383


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

Ulyanovsk: no homes for heroes, but plenty of money for an art prize

Sergei Gogin

Fighting the developers in Kyiv

Marta Dyczok

Marina Goldovskaya: documenting modern Russia

Masha Karp

50.50

50.50

X

Recent articles on 50.50

A transformative strategy: the true value of investing in women’s rights

Srilatha Batliwala

Philanthropy towards asylum seekers: friend or foe?

Emily Bowerman

Beyond individual stories: women have moved mountains

Srilatha Batliwala

'Traditional values' vs human rights at the UN

Maggie Murphy

50.50 Dialogues

About 50.50

50.50 is openDemocracy's section dedicated to exploring issues of gender equality and social justice at the global level.

We are committed to promoting human rights and inclusive democracy through dialogue and debate. But a global debate without the female half of humanity is

neither global nor democratic. With this in mind, 50.50 publishes women's analysis, insight and views on current affairs.

Can Europe Make It?

Can Europe Make It?

X

Can Europe make it? is a digital space to debate the achievements and shortcomings of the European project, from an open-minded yet critical perspective.

Don't miss

Esplanade, our Editors' blog

Reluctant radicals, our partnership with Counterpoint

Subterranean Politics, our partnership with Mary Kaldor's team at the LSE

http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71105
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12372
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71073
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12366
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71032
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/6398
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71141
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/2001
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70982
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12356
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71005
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/2001
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71010
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12201
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/religion-gender-politics
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/our-africa
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/people-on-move
http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it
http://www.opendemocracy.net/esplanade
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/reluctant-radicals
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/subterranean-politics-in-europe
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

Our debates

Drifting apart? Europe and Britain | 

Europe 2.0 | Tributaries of the right | 

Reinventing the left | Elections 2013

Spotlight on...

Italy | Rebuilding Greece | The Icelandic experiment | Spain and Catalonia

Latest articles on Can Europe make it?

Beppe Grillo's Five Star revolution

Jamie Bartlett

Europe's Middle East policies: a southern European twist

Nathalie Tocci and Lapo Pistelli

Six characters in search of a country - the Italian vote elsewhere in Europe

Francesca E.S. Montemaggi

Tomatoes or terrorists

Denis MacShane

Spread the word

Spread the word

X

Spread the word is a brand new section of openDemocracy's not-for-profit web platform. 

This space is for other not-for-profit organisations of all kinds to publicise your activities and spread the exchange of ideas. 

You will be able to link to all your publications, and events anywhere in the world. You will have your own openDemocracy page and all new announcements

will be ticker-taped to our front page. 

This organisation subscription is available for a modest annual fee, dependent on the size of your organisation. 

Please contact Jonathan Bowles at supporters@opendemocracy.net if you are interested in joining. 

If you're interested in developing editorial projects on openDemocracy, please see our Editorial partnerships page 

We are grateful to the following organisations for their support in developing this initiative: 

Norwegian Peacebuilding Resource Centre 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

openSecurity

openSecurity

X

http://www.opendemocracy.net/orgs/norwegian-peacebuilding-resource-centre-noref
http://www.opendemocracy.net/orgs/rockefeller-brothers-fund
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/drifting-apart-where-to-for-europe-and-britain
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/europe-20
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/tributaries-of-right
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/reinventing-left
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/elections-2013
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/spotlight-on-italy
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/spotlight-on-greece
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/spotlight-on-icelandic-experiment
http://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/spotlight-on-spain-and-catalonian-independence
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71152
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/6715
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71153
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/7380
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12384
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71094
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/10438
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/71019
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/749
http://www.opendemocracy.net/info/spread-word-hold
mailto:supporters@opendemocracy.net
http://www.opendemocracy.net/info/how-to-become-editorial-partner-of-opendemocracy
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

Editors' pick

A New Levant: a way through the Syrian crisis

GABRIELLE RIFKIND and GIANDOMENICO PICCO

Why did Mouaz al-Khatib change his mind?

AHMED E. SOUAIAIA

Conflict at the EU's borders: the Sahel crisis

RAFFAELLA DEL SARTO and SIMONE THOLENS

openSecurity provides a point of interaction between the relatively closed group of people who can be said to have influence on the course of

security policy, and the people in whose name they act.

openSecurity on Twitter

Sign up for a weekly email roundup from oS

openEconomy

openEconomy

X

openDemocracy brings you open-minded economics with a democratic perspective 

We're reading:

Why Valve? The corporation as a market free zone - Varoufakis

Jan. 25, 2013

The most interesting company in tech: Valve — Remains of the Day

Jan. 25, 2013

Latest stories from openEconomy 

Profiting from Injustice: challenging the investment arbitration industry

Cecilia Olivet and Pia Eberhardt

Should we worry about global quasi-constitutionalization?

Grahame Thompson

More

Arab Awakening

http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70818
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/gabrielle-rifkind
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/giandomenico-picco
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70713
http://www.opendemocracy.net/author/ahmed-e-souaiaia
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70691
http://www.opendemocracy.net/cities-in-conflict
http://twitter.com/#!/open_security
http://eepurl.com/mdoST
http://eepurl.com/mdoST
http://www.opendemocracy.net/economics
http://www.opendemocracy.net/economics
http://www.opendemocracy.net/openeconomy/tony-curzon-price/post-lehman-financial-system-is-its-own-source-of-risk-so-why-put-up-w
http://blogs.valvesoftware.com/economics/why-valve-or-what-do-we-need-corporations-for-and-how-does-valves-management-structure-fit-into-todays-corporate-world/
http://www.eugenewei.com/blog/2013/1/9/the-most-interesting-company-in-tech-valve
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70844
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12325
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/12326
http://www.opendemocracy.net/node/70517
http://www.opendemocracy.net/taxonomy/term/966
http://www.opendemocracy.net/economics


Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy

http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/hyun-bang-shin/development-and-dissent-in-chinas-urban-age[26/02/2013 11:33:09]

Arab Awakening

X

In the months following the start of the Arab Revolutions, articles and analysis poured into openDemocracy from contributors across the Middle East and

Europe. Gradually, the impact of Tahrir Square began to extend well beyond the Middle East as democratic inspiration travelled from east to west. Arab

Awakening tries to capture that inspiration and use it to help us read a rapidly changing world.

"As students of politics is it is vital to study the power of imagination." -Professor Charles Tripp, SOAS

Debates

  

Columnists | This week's window on the Middle East

Categories: | Revolution | Violent transitions | Constitutional reform | Spring of the 'others' | Geopolitics

Countries: | Algeria | Bahrain | Egypt | Iraq | Israel | Jordan | Kuwait | Lebanon | Libya | Mauritania | Morocco | Oman | Palestine | Qatar | Saudi Arabia | Sudan | Syria | Tunisia |

UAE | Yemen

OurNHS

OurNHS

X

OurNHS a new three-year project, hosted by openDemocracy, dedicated to reinstating a genuine National Health Service in England. Read on...

AddThis

http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/tahrir-square-meme
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/you-tell-us
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/social-innovation
http://www.opendemocracy.net/arab-awakening/arab-awakening-columnists
http://www.opendemocracy.net/arab-awakening-mohammed-suliman/arab-awakening-columnists
http://www.opendemocracy.net/arab-awakening/this-weeks-window-on-middle-east-june-18-2012
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening-revolution
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening-violent-transitions
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening-constitutional-reform
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening-spring-of-%E2%80%9Cothers%E2%80%9D
http://www.opendemocracy.net/freeform-tags/arab-awakening-geopolitics
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/algeria
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/bahrain
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/egypt
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/iraq
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/israel
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/jordan
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/kuwait
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/lebanon
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/libya
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/mauritania
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/morocco
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/oman
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/palestine
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/qatar
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/saudi arabia
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/sudan
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/syria
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/tunisia
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/united arab emirates
http://www.opendemocracy.net/countries/Yemen
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ournhs
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ournhs/about

	Shin_Development_dissent_China's_digital_2013_cover.pdf 
	Shin_Development_ dissent _China's_digital_2013_author
	opendemocracy.net
	Development and dissent in China's 'urban age' | openDemocracy



	NlP0Fjcm9iYXRXZWJDYXBUSUQ0AA==: 
	form1: 
	button0: 


	QtaW4tY2hpbmFzLXVyYmFuLWFnZQA=: 
	form2: 
	q: 
	input2: 

	input0: Off
	input0_(1): Off
	button0: 
	select0: [oldest]
	mc-embedded-subscribe-form: 
	subscribe: 
	EMAIL: 




