A quick guide to navigating Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey’s “Ideas and Interests in Parliamentary Debates on Trade Policy, 1814-1846” a CD-ROM (400 megabytes) of selected British Parliamentary Debates, with an introduction and Table of Contents with links to specific debates, (Bell & Howell Multimedia, 1999). Project funded by the Nuffield Foundation

(This is designed as a beginner’s guide; more expert users can probably ignore these instructions.) 

1. Load the CD-ROM and double click on the “My Computer” icon.  Call up the CD-ROM drive.

2. Double click the pdf file called “Contents”

3. This will bring up a table of contents (on two pages), which starts with the listing of my introduction (which provides a review of the Corn Law debates and their significance)

4. To read the introduction click once on the heading (“Introduction”) in the contents page.  To increase the size of the page on the screen click once on the looking glass icon and then with the cursor (which becomes the looking glass) on the page click once – clicking repeatedly will make the text larger and larger.  To return to the actual page size click on the icon with the largest of the pages shown (the icons that show a page with the top right hand corner turned down).

5. The same approach is used to look at the text of debates.  The table of contents lists the debates in chronological order, starting in 1813 and going through to the repeal debates in 1846.  The columns in the contents table show: (a) the Hansard reference number; (b) the year(s) of the debate; (c) the number of Hansard pages included in the CD-ROM;(d) the columns (using Hansard notation) included in the CD-ROM; and (e) the subject of the debate.  So a single click on XIX (the bottom row of Page 1 of the table of contents) will bring up a debate in 1828 on fixed duties versus sliding (price-related) scale duties which contains 57 pages.  The first page to come up will be a manuscript header page, and after that comes the text of the debate itself.

6. It is then possible to search (in a very simple way) using the Find facility within Acrobat Reader. To undertake a simple Acrobat search, click on “Edit” in the menu bar and then “Find” in the drop list.  This will bring up the “Find” dialogue box.  It is then possible to put a word or contiguous string of words into the “Find What” box.  As an example, using the 1828 debate at the bottom of the first page of the contents table, input “landed interest” into the “Find What” box.  Click on the “Find” button.  Acrobat will then search through the text until it finds the first mention of landed interest, it will stop there and highlight it.  To move onto look for further references, either go back to the “Find” dialogue box and click on “Find Again”, or (more easily) click on the pair of binoculars in the toolbar (which will also bring up the “Find Again” dialogue box).  This can be repeated until Acrobat indicates that all references to “landed interest” have been found.  To change the search to another words(s) bring up the “Find Again” box – either via the menu or the binoculars and change the word(s) in the “Find What” box.  This will start a new search.     

