Angela Merkel as a potential catalyser of interest in politics among women
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gender (which has a positive and significant
coefficient), we observe that feeling close to the
CDU is associated with an increase in the level
of interest in politics, when the respondent is a
woman (compared to the reference category:
male SPD). This confirms the previous results.
[GO TO GRAPH 3 @ |
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Objective of the paper: Analyse whether or not
1 the election of Angela Merkel as Chancellor had
an impact on women'’s interest in politics.

The only significant gender gap can be observed
among those who feel close to the CDU, with women
having a higher mean. Between 2005 and 2006, 25%
of the female CDU identifiers increased their interest
In politics, while the same happened to 22% of their
male fellows. Furthermore, a higher percentage of
CDU men than women decreased their interest in
politics (14.94% vs 9.79%). [GO TO TABLE 4 ]

Data: German Socio-Economic Panel Study
(SOEP) from 2000 to 2007.

Women are significantly less interested in politics
than men in all waves and there is no evidence
of a particular increase in women’s level of
Interest in politics since Merkel was elected .
Both peaks seem to reflect the elections in 2002

4. Conclusions

The results obtained on the increase in the level
of interest in politics among female CDU
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