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' We focussed on youth (15-25 years of age) who are partaking in activism that is not affiliated with one
of the dominant parties (PUK, KDP, Goran, United Islamic Party, Islamic Movement Party), and young
independent artists who are producing artistic work that speaks to prevailing social and political issues
in the KRI. We left out the many path-breaking older artists, artists in the diaspora, artists who benefit
from the patronage of party functionaries and their galleries, and artists who produce work ‘for art’s
sake’. Clearly, ‘independence’ is prone to shift; unaffiliated artists and activists might sometimes still get
funding or an exhibition space for a project from a municipality or an international NGO.

> As part of this project, we conducted three ‘Feminist Art Workshops’ in Duhok, Sulaymaniyah and
Erbil in April 2022, as well as a conference titled: ‘What is Moving? Youth, Art, and Women’s Activism
in the Kurdistan Region’ at the University of Kurdistan Hewlér in November 2022, where many of our
research participants took an active role either as workshop facilitators or participants. Alongside the
conference we organised the exhibition ‘Imagining Things Differently: Contemporary Art in Kurdistan’,
where some of our respondents exhibited their work.

3 A concept used by Umut Kuruuzum (based on the work of Martin Deman Fredriksen, 2014), expanded
on further below. Umut Kuruuzum, ‘In Search of Futures: Uncertain Neoliberal Times, Speculations,
and the Economic Crisis in Iraqi Kurdistan’, in Comparative Kurdish Politics in the Middle East: Actors,
Ideas, and Interests, edited by Emel Elif Tugdar and Serhun Al (Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018), p. 190.
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4+ The authors are grateful for the contribution of the Co-PI Bayar M. Sevdeen and our research assistant
Midya Khudhur for their invaluable contribution to this project. For critical and careful comments, we
thank the anonymous reviewers, as well as Paniz Musawi Natanzi, Mairéad Smith, Nadje Al-Ali and
Hawhzin Azeez who read earlier drafts of this paper. The arguments (and their possible shortcomings)
presented here are entirely our responsibility.

5 The interviews were conducted in Sorani, Bahdini, Arabic and English, translated and transcribed.

¢ Ghassan Hage, ‘Waiting Out the Crisis: On Stuckedness and Governmentality’ in Waiting, edited by
Ghassan Hage (Carlton: Melbourne University Press, 2009), 97-106.

7 Bahar Baser and Shivan Fazil. “They Hear Us But They Do Not Listen to Us”: Youth Narratives on Hope
and Despair in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq’, International Journal of Conflict and Violence 16 (2022.): p. 11.
¢ Denise Natali defines the ‘quasi-state’ as a political entity that has internal but no external sovereignty,
seeks autonomy or independence, can be state-like or a rebel movement with some territorial control,
though lack-ing the juridical status of sovereign governments. Denise Natali, The Kurdish Quasi-State:
Development and Dependency in Post-Gulf War Iraq (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2010), xxi.
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° Sulaymaniyah is often called the ‘cultural capital’ of the region and has more spaces and initiatives
dedicated to the arts, such as the Tobacco Factory, Esta Gallery, Vim Foundation and Art Frosh, or
Kashkul at the American University of Iraq Sulaimani, see Joshua Levkowitz, ‘Iragi Artists Transform
Derelict Tobacco Factory into Culture Hub.” Al-Monitor, 2018. Available at https://www.al-monitor.com/
originals/2018/05/tobacco-factory-finds-second-life-as-culture-center.html; Winthrop Rodgers, ‘Artis-
tic Heart of Iraq’s Kurdistan Thrives, but Wants More Public Engagement.” Al-Monitor, 2023. Available
at  https:;//www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/02/artistic-heart-irags-kurdistan-thrives-wants-more-
public-engagement; Kashkul Project, available at http://www.kashkul.com/#/; Esta Gallery, available at
https:/fwww.facebook.com/Esta-Gallery-107957462121822 (all accessed 8 March 2023), Art Frosh, avail-
able at https://artfrosh.krd/ (accessed 20 June 2023).

© Tn Erbil the French Institute and the Goethe Institute are the most visible with concerts, exhibitions
and collaborations, e.g. Helan Project; a collaborative art exhibition project between Sév Gallery, the
Framing Photojournalism School and the Goethe Institute.

* Charles Tripp, The Power and the People: Paths of Resistance in the Middle East (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2013); Charles Tripp, ‘Art, Power and Knowledge: Claiming Public Space in Tunisia’,
Middle East Law and Governance 8/2—3 (2016): 250-74.; Ruba Salih and Sophie Richter-Devroe, ‘Cultures
of Resistance in Palestine and Beyond: On the Politics of Art, Aesthetics, and Affect.” The Arab Studies
Journal 22/1 (2014): 8-27.

2 Creative Memory of the Syrian Revolution. Available at https://beta.creativememory.org/ (accessed
20 June 2023).

# Balsam Mustafa, ‘All About Irag: Re-Modifying Older Slogans and Chants in Tishreen [October] Pro-
tests’, Journal of Asian and African Studies 58/3 (2022.): 401-20; Jeffrey G. Karam and Rima Majed, eds. The
Lebanon Uprising of 2019: Voices from the Revolution (London: I.B. Tauris, 2022).

 Charles Tripp, ‘Political Thinking Performed: Popular Cultures as Arenas of Consent and Resistance.’
British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 48/1 (2021): pp. 7-23.
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5 Dalia Said Mostafa, Nicola Pratt, and Dina Rezk, ‘New Directions in the Study of Popular Culture and
Politics in the Middle East and North Africa’, British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 48/1 (2021): p. 2.

¢ Shivan Fazil, ‘Understanding the Roots of the Younger Generations’ Despair in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq.” Avab Reform Initiative, 2023. Available at https://www.arab-reform.net/publication/understanding-
the-roots-of-the-younger-generations-despair-in-the-kurdistan-region-of-iraq/ (accessed 19 June 2023);
Sajad Jiyad, Miijge Kiiciikkeles, and Tobias Schillings. Economic Drivers of Youth Political Discontent in
Irag: The Voice of Young People in Kurdistan, Baghdad, Basra and Thi-Qar. Global Partners Governance,
2020, p. 50. Available at https://gpgovernance.net/publications/economic-drivers-of-youth-political-
discontent-in-irag-the-voice-of-young-people-in-kurdistan-baghdad-basra-and-thi-qar/ (accessed 6
March 2023); Kamaran Palani, “Youth Radicalization in Kurdistan: The Government Response’, Youth
Identity, Politics and Change in Contemporary Kurdistan, edited by Shivan Fazil and Bahar Baser (Trans-
national Press: London, 2021), pp. 223-37.

7 Ghassan Hage, ‘Waiting Out the Crisis: On Stuckedness and Governmentality’.

*® Bahar Baser and Shivan Fazil. ““They Hear Us But They Do Not Listen to Us”, p. 11.

© Umut Kuruuzum, ‘In Search of Futures: Uncertain Neoliberal Times, Speculations, and the Economic
Crisis in Iraqi Kurdistan’, 2018, p. 190.

29 Cale Salih and Maria Fantappie, ‘Kurdish Nationalism at an Impasse’, The Century Foundation, 2019.
Available at: https://tcf.org/content/report/iragi-kurdistan-losing-place-center-kurdayeti/ (accessed 20
June 2023).



10 Glye HlwdysS o Ua)disklbg 9 )digd

Ql.:.’slSd,ﬁﬁchljo)vb 09039 5:&}3 d g p Sz B Oduluw-03)9 b odda §&M§S SBS9920
OO dedsyds Gydiga 8 @.Mf SUESYl> 5 Oludeydise dily ydsidiiwos sd) Slidy Sog {Oy)0d
Ob pieadd Goshil) 04560 (b Gluield S0y 5 Y LAZ0d lugield g4y O3 «
b da3lse i JaSoshl3 Mollsw Lalids 5 Blyis LiliwdysS alyds @ (lusiiald s yaSSYle
SLady Sog Ob Q99UsS @ 3L Siid Sog OIS a3 dlobl) pds Ioailied sd) «§ydSabd doliwls

TTO3,S00 ydr 93,5 41w03,35 5 I,SI0 (tundb pead Sdwlew A (Soyd

(Voo ¥-(oiainndd) (il 43\09diigdS)g9d

99040 &) 355 (35 ds)du $) 03,S)ab & OLSordu (SIU3) pdiu $03dw ;00995 S35 (153304 O3
OBosly3aels 3Usliss Gdwdyy SBI 090143) il 4 owidzyda 09934 “ogduilyde 9 Lulw $39)
4.0l 535l GaSa ol Sledy ydwd) (6309343315 9 HluSay 53 OUF S a)Blgls 08 iwes
Sy o)l pds 09450 L,i}gau BgLe OliwdygS (o3 4 (Q:\J:éoja Gdzgb Sl ideld glgs duilSe)a -
4o03ydus 945 0945 y3ul> (Oliwd)ysS uilesided GatSdy 9 Oliwd)ysS (51,5905 (L) OB ASESL dysem Gls
S50y 9 150099 45153y Boyds 3l fbsS diSan fy Hourle slody sdwd) (3590383 Il & 992
4, SeBduls 5 ydd @lyosdu 993 HI0y55m IMutiS Sluade d QLS 39dS503 Lilul 5 ehG (S9gds
GEwdS 53l slub Soy JESAS 6908 4 0L (2993545 sdwdy 5 (wlsodyds QS (OB dslgosyds
Gy Sos Jlpd et 9 Logsy Ofwem plddu o35y SEI YT Glsd Sdnbia 09t
OB Olwd)sS (A1)ds (SdegSo 195,05 4 L3S GaidS Slie S0,SAS) 5 03,5,SIs U slpdils
ialalb 5 (i85 (33 Sl 5 (CEDAW) shiw 3lS0553,554) 05854 $VWY0 3k 2 o,y L4y
Gili (3)dr & w0osdd & doySitiy pds (D65 Lub w5 Vo) Sog ouidzyda .0gld> G(WPS)
Saals Gzl OdesSe wgioutie HluSay Hasdsesss onluln 4 Ganwal o3r 94

2 Jiyad, Kiiciikkeles, and Schillings. Economic Drivers of Youth Political Discontent in Iraq.

2 Deniz Kandiyoti, ‘Between the Hammer and the Anvil: Post-Conflict Reconstruction, Islam and
Women’s Rights’, Third World Quarterly 28/3 (2007): 503-17; Nadje Al-Ali,. ‘Feminist Dilemmas: How to
Talk About Gender-Based Violence in Relation to the Middle East?” Feminist Review 122/1 (2019): 16-31;
Diana Alghoul, ‘Interview: On the Shaming of Arab Feminists’, The New Arab, 16 August 2017. Available
at https://www.newarab.com/analysis/interview-shaming-arab-feminists (accessed 28 February 2023).
# Lila Abu-Lughod, Do Muslim Women Need Saving? (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2013);
Nadje Al-Ali, What Kind of Liberation? Women and the Occupation of Iraq (Berkeley: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 2009).

# Nazand Begikhani, Wendelmoet Hamelink, and Nerina Weiss., ‘Theorising Women and War in Kurd-
istan: A Feminist and Critical Perspective’, Kurdish Studies 6/1 (2018): 5-30; Choman Hardi, ‘Women’s
Activism in Iraqi Kurdistan: Achievements, Shortcomings and Obstacles’, Kurdish Studies 1/1 (2013):
44-64.

» Nadje Al-Ali and Nicola Pratt, ‘Between Nationalism and Women’s Rights: The Kurdish Women’s
Movement in Iraq’, Middle East Journal of Culture and Communication 4/3 (2011): 339-55; Natali, The
Kurdish Quasi-State.

¢ Shahrzad Mojab,. ‘No ‘Safe Haven: Violence Against Women in Iraqi Kurdistan’, in Sites of Violence:
Gender and Conflict Zones, edited by Wenona Giles and Jennifer Hyndman (Berkeley: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 2004), pp. 108-33; Minoo Alinia, Honor and Violence against Women in Iraqi Kurdistan (New
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013).
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77 Zeynep Kaya, ‘Outperforming Baghdad? Explaining Women’s Rights in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq,
LSE Women, Peace and Security Blog, 2017. Available at https://blogs.se.ac.uk/wps/2017/02/08/outper-
forming-baghdad-explaining-womens-rights-in-the-kurdistan-region-of-irag/ (accessed 28 February
2023).

2 This is not to say that women have not achieved a great deal in the KRI, but we found that most people
do not attribute these successes to foreign-funded or government-endorsed women’s organisations.

2 Online interview with translator and activist Lana Shekha, 28 December 2021.

% Minerva is an online platform and publisher founded in 2021 by a group of young people based
between the diaspora and the KRI, promoting art, feminism, critical thinking and analysis. Available at
http://minervapubl.com/ (accessed 28 February 2023).

# This rethinking and challenging of Western or liberal feminism also resonates with Jineoloji (Kurdish
for ‘women’s science’), led by the Kurdish Women’s Freedom Movement, put in practice across differ-
ent parts of Kurdistan, Europe and Latin America. See also: Eleonora Gea Piccardi, “The Challenges of a
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Kurdish Ecofeminist Perspective: Maria Mies, Abdullah Ocalan, and the Praxis of Jineoloji.” Capitalism
Nature Socialism 331 (2022.): 46-65; Nadje Al-Ali and Isabel Kiser, ‘Beyond Feminism? Jineolojl and the
Kurdish Women’s Freedom Movement.” Politics & Gender 18/1 (2022): 212—43.

# Interview with sociologist Vajeen Shawkat, Erbil, University of Duhok, 21 June 2022.

3 Kuruuzum, ‘In Search of Futures’.

# Aside from being ‘alien’ such misconceptions include the feminist=prostitution link, as some women’s
organisations have been accused of trafficking women. Other young activists struggle with the accusa-
tion that if they engage in feminist activism, this is just to gain the freedom to have pre-marital sex.
Interview with Vajeen Shawkat; interview with feminist activists Hevi and Rezhwan, Erbil, 28 April 2022;
online interview with student activist Srusht Birani, 1 July 2022.

% Online interview with multidisciplinary artist Raz Xaidan, London/Erbil, 8 September 2022.
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% Khazan Jangiz, Zherzemin: Womanhood and Its Place in Kurdish Culture and Society’, Rudaw, 2021.
Available at https://www.rudaw.net/english/world/27062021 (accessed 6 March 2023).

¥ See for example the work of Sakar Faruqg and Shilan Jabar, Fatima Barznge, available here: https://fati-
mabarznge.nl/blog/, and Chiman Ismail, available here: https://artfrosh.krd/artist/chiman-ismail/ (both
accessed 20 January 2023).

% This part of Kurdish art history is little researched. Interviews in Kurdish, conducted by artist Avan
Omar with some artists from that era can be found in Culture Magazine. Available at http://cultureproj-
ect.org.uk/kurdish/author/avan-omer/ (accessed 5 March 2023). Overall, Kurdish cultural and artistic
heritage has only recently been given more scholarly attention, zooming in on topics such as women’s
voices, (Yezidi) poetry and the linkages between art and nationalism in the different parts of Kurdistan.
See for example: Autumn Cockrell-Abdullah, ‘Art and Agency: Transforming Relationships of Power in
Iraqi Kurdistar’, in Handbook of Research on Promoting Peace Through Practice, Academia, and the Arts,
edited by Mohamed Walid Lutfy and Cris Toffolo (Hershey, PA: IGI Global, 2019), pp. 320-42; Autumn
Cockrell-Abdullah, ‘Constituting Histories Through Culture In Iragi Kurdistan’, Zanj: The Journal of Crit-
ical Global South Studies 2 (July 2018): 65-91; Joanna Bochenska, ed., Rediscovering Kurdistan’s Cultures
and Identities: The Call of the Cricket (Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018); Marlene Schifers, Voices That
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Matter: Kurdish Women at the Limits of Representation in Contemporary Turkey (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2022); Mairéad Smith,. “We Are Rich in Mass Graves’: Representing a History of Violence
through Fzidi Poetry’, British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (March 2020): 1-21; Alireza Korangy, ed.,
Kurdish Art and Identity: Verbal Art, Self-Definition and Recent History (Berlin: Walter De Gruyter, 2020).
» Lana Askari, ‘Making Heaven in a Shithole: Changing Political Engagement in the Aftermath of the
Islamic State’, in Youth Identity, Politics and Change in Contemporary Kurdistan, edited by Shivan Fazil and
Bahar Baser (Transnational Press: London, 2021), pp. 185-200.

# The comparative lens is not our focus here; however it is important to note that each part of Kurd-
istan (Rojava, Bakur, Rojhelat, Basur) has its own history of cultural and artistic knowledge production
in Arab, Turkish, Syrian, or Persian central states, which all have their own strategies to oppress, police
and marginalise their Kurdish population. Compared to other parts of Kurdistan, artists and activists are
relatively free to produce work in the KRI.
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# Interview with Vajeen Shawkat.

# Rooz’s graphic novel is available at https://www.roozmm.info/copy-of-between-two-river-ku-1
(accessed 6 March 2023).

4 Online interview with multidisciplinary artist Rooz Mohamed, 27 December 2021.

# Interview with Raz Xaidan.

4 Online interview with poet Nawras Hadi, 12 March 2022.
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# Interview with painter Bala Ahmed, Erbil, 16 April 2022.
7 LGBTIQ+ activists do not feature in this paper, due to their precarious situation in the KRI, which
currently does not allow for overt activism.
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# Rasha Younes, ‘A Push to Silence LGBT Rights in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq’, Human Rights Watch, 7
September 2022. Available at https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/09/07/push-silence-Igbt-rights-kurdistan-
region-iraq (accessed 3 March 2023); Dilan Sirwan, ‘Sulaimani’s LGBT+ Community “Terrified” after
Security Forces Launch Crackdown’, Rudaw. 2 April 2021. Available at https://www.rudaw.net/english/
kurdistan/02042021 (accessed 3 March 2023); Hawzhin Azeez, ‘Constructing Their Own Liberation:
Youth’s Reimagining of Gender and Queer Sexuality in Iraqi Kurdistan’, in Youth Identity, Politics and
Change in Contemporary Kurdistan, edited by Shivan Fazil and Bahar Baser, Peace, Conflict and Violence
Series 1 (London: Transnational Press London, 2021), pp. 75-95.

# College of Fine Arts (Duhok), College of Fine Arts (University of Sulaymaniyah), Institute of Fine
Arts (Sulaymaniyah), College of Fine Arts (Salahaddin University, Erbil). Find images of one of their
most recent exhibitions on ‘women’s art” here: ‘Erbil Art Exhibition Spotlights Political Realities and
Women’s Voices’, Shafaq News, 16 May 2023. Available at https://shafag.com/en/Kurdistan/Erbil-art-ex-
hibition-spotlights-political-realities-and-women-s-voices (accessed 31 May 2023).

5 Interview with visual artist and teacher She Barani, Duhok, 7 June 2022.

5t Interview with painter Solin Nirvana, Erbil, 23 April 2022.

52 During our interview, Mutaz Abdulrahman, project manager at the Goethe Institute in Erbil, bemoaned
the fact that ‘we are everywhere’, hinting at the dominant role the Goethe Institute plays. He also out-
lined their goal to build an independently viable infrastructure for artistic and cultural production,
which had been destroyed by years of war and ongoing instabilities. Interview with the Goethe Insti-
tute’s Mutaz Abdulrahman, Erbil, 23 June 2022.
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53 Interview with Raz Xaidan.

5 Online interview with painter Hardi Sabah, 3 January 2022.

%5 Joshua Levkowitz, ‘New Iraqi Board Games Revisit Cultural Heritage, Create Common
Ground’, Al-Monitor, 27 October 2019. Available at https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2019/10/
iragi-boardgames-reclaim-cultural-heritage-and-create-common.html (accessed 3 March 2023).

5 Interview with archaeologist and entrepreneur Lanah Haddad, Erbil, 15 March 2022.

57 Azeez, ‘Constructing Their Own Liberation’, p. 82.
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58 Feminist geographers have problematised the division between public (political) and private (apolit-
ical), by illustrating how the ‘home is a complex and complicated space and one that offers important
insights for social, cultural, and political epistemologies’. Jennifer L. Fluri, ‘Feminist Political Geogra-
phy’, in The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Political Geography, edited by John Agnew, Virginie Mamadouh,
Anna J. Secor, and Joanne Sharp (Chichester: John Wiley & Sons, 2015), p. 237. Despite this fluidity,
spaces such as bodies, homes, streets, universities, workplaces, or cafés were still often seen by our
respondents as public and private, safe and unsafe, feminine and masculine. See also Fatima Sadiqi and
Moha Ennaji, ‘The Feminization of Public Space: Women’s Activism, the Family Law, and Social Change
in Morocco’, Journal of Middle East Women’s Studlies 2/2 (2006): 86-114. Martina Rieker and Kamran Asdar
Ali, eds, Gendering Urban Space in the Middle East, South Asia, and Africa (New York: Palgrave Macmillan,
2008); Mona Fawaz, Mona Harb, and Ahmad Gharbieh, ‘Living Beirut’s Security Zones: An Investigation
of the Modalities and Practice of Urban Security’, City & Society 24/2 (2012): 173-95; Farha Ghannam,
‘Mobility, Liminality, and Embodiment in Urban Egypt’, American Ethnologist 38/4 (2011): 790-800.
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% Savan Abdulrahman, ‘A Women’s Art Project in Sulaymaniyah Arouses Controversy’, Medya News,
2020. Available at https://medyanews.net/a-womens-art-project-in-sulaymaniyah-arouses-controversy/
(accessed 17 May 2023).

% Haje Keli, ““There Is Always a Reason for the Beatings”: Interrogating the Reproduction of Gen-
der-Based Violence within Private and Public Spaces’, in Geographies of Gender-Based Violence: A
Multi-Disciplinary Perspective, edited by Hannah Bows and Bianca Fileborn (Bristol: Bristol University
Press 2022), pp. 200-212.

¢ Find the video of the artwork and performance here: Culture Project, ‘Honour Is Membrane’, Culture
Project for Art, Feminism and Gender, 2019. Available at https://cultureproject.org.uk/honour-is-mem-
brane/ (ac-cessed 3 March 2023).
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¢ Artworks that problematise (Kurdish) masculinity are few and far in between, and masculinity is
understudied not only in Kurdish studies but also in the study of Kurdish art. Notable exceptions are:
Ahmet Serdar Aktlirk, ‘Female Cousins and Wounded Masculinity: Kurdish Nationalist Discourse in the
Post-Ottoman Middle East’, Middle Eastern Studies 52/1 (2016): 46-59; Andrea Fischer-Tahir, ‘Gendered
Memories and Masculinities: Kurdish Peshmerga and the Anfal Campaign in Iraq’, Journal of Middle East
Women’s Studies 8/1 (2012): 92-114.
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% See Khizan Khasro’s work, available at https://www.instagram.com/p/ChujF1eMERQ/ (accessed 21
June 2023)

% See Raz Xaidan and the Darling Beast, available at https://www.instagram.com/thedarlingbeast/
(accessed 21 June 2023).

% Online interview with designer Haron Younis, Co-founder of the Cinema Club in Duhok, 7 October
2022.

% Online interview with visual artist Diyako Xatun, 14 March 2022.

& Interview with Rooz Mohamed.
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% Arjun Chowdhury, ‘International Norms in Postcolonial Time’ in Against International Relations Norms:
Post-colonial Perspectives, edited by Charlotte Epstein (London: Routledge, 2017), pp. 106-22.
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% Nadje Al-Ali, ‘Sexual Violence in Iraq: Challenges for Transnational Feminist Politics’, European
Journal of Women’s Studies 25/1 (2018): 10-27.

7° See also Poshya Kakil’s exhibition “The Shadow of ISIS’ (2025), available here: https://cultureproject.
org.uk/the-shadow-of-isis/ (accessed 21 June 2023).

7 Traq — 1357 Girls Decided to Wear the Hijab At Once’, A24 News Agency, 2021. Available at https://
az4na.com/archives/32394 (accessed 8 March 2023); Music Upscale, Xadidja — Hijab (Islamic School
in Halabja)’, Youtube, 2021. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMZbDJVoSJs (accessed 8
March 2023).
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7> Clearly, for Kurdish youth it is not a case of either increased Islamisation or becoming models on
Instagram; post-2014 many young people have also turned away from religion completely or found a
new spiritual home in Neo-Zoroastrianism, a trend that continues to date and has gained considerable
media and scholarly attention: Edith Szanto, ““Zoroaster Was a Kurd!”: Neo-Zoroastrianism among the
Iraqi Kurds’, Iran & the Caucasus 22/1 (2018): 96-110; Saad Salloum, ‘Zoroastrianism in Iraq Seeks Offi-
cial Recognition’, Al-Monitor, February 2016. Available at https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2016/02/
irag-kurdistan-religious-minorities-zoroastrianism.html (accessed 16 May 2023).

7 Interview with student activist Vina Sherzad, Erbil, § September 2022.

7 Online interview with designer Haron Younis, co-founder of the Cinema Club in Duhok, 7 October
2022.

75 Culture Project, ‘An Interview with Lanja Khawe, One of the Cofounders of Sofia Girls Group’, Culture
Project for Art, Feminism and Gender, 2016. Available at http://cultureproject.org.uk/an-interview-with-
lanja-khawe-one-of-the-cofounders-of-sofia-girls-group/ (accessed 3 March 2023).

7¢ Online interview with translator and activist Fatima Haji, 14 February 2022.
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77 Jiyad Kiiglikkeles and Schillings, ‘Economic Drivers of Youth Political Discontent in Iraq’.
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The views and opinions expressed in this publication
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily
represent those of the London School of Economics
and Political Science (LSE) or the Middle East Centre.
This document is issued on the understanding that
if any extract is used, the author(s) and the LSE Mid-
dle East Centre should be credited, with the date of
the publication. While every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of the material in this paper, the
author(s) and/or the LSE Middle East Centre will not
be liable for any loss or damages incurred through the
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