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Reading List: Most popular book reviews of 2018

We couldn’t say goodbye to 2018 before sharing our top book reviews of the year, as voted by your clicks! Here they
are:
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1. Afrotopia by Felwine Sarr — Anna Wood calls “Afrotopia” an inspiring manifesto and metaphor for a new
Afrlca

g assen — Aleksander

Engeskaug says th/s book is an /mpor'tant contr/but/on to the field of Oromo stud/es but also to the
contemporary discourse on the Oromo people and their place in modern day Ethiopia.

3. Dealing with Government in South Sudan by Cherri Leonardi — Diana Felix da Costa argues that this book

offers valuable insights into processes of state formation and state-society relations across South Sudan as

well as in East Africa.

4. Love does not win elections by Ayisha Osori — Bronwen Manby says this humorous book gives a unique

/hS/ght into N/ger/an pol/t/cs

Qeggui Mar/a Berta Ecya says th/s book contr/butes greatly to the conceptual/sat/on of secur/ty, prest/ge
humanitarianism, conflict, and economic motivation.

6. Why we lie about aid by Pablo Yanguas — According to Thomas Kirk, this book is an engaging rallying cry to
reinterpret our discourses around aid and move away from quantifying successes based solely on value for
money

Ismajj_Rasth Jonah L/pton says thatthls book isa valuable contr/but/on to theEbolal/terature but also key
for anyone /nterested in the state of Afrlca ep/dem/ology, and political economy

— In reviewing After Rape:

Vlolence Justlce and Soc:al Harmonyln Uganda Sverker F/nnstrom compares the work of Holly Porter to
the p/oneer/ng anthropolog/st Margaret Mead

- LSE S Pon‘la Roelofs calls th/sbook an /mportant new resource for ‘
those concerned with publ/c action to bu1/d peace in northern N/ger/a
— Richard

Moncr/eff says th/s book gives a provocatlve /hS/ght /nto women’s llfe in Boko Haram
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The views expressed in this post are those of the author and in no way reflect those of the Africa at LSE
blog, the Firoz Lalji Centre for Africa or the London School of Economics and Political Science.
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